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Under the nresent vlan of OPeeniZevLlon, one. Committee on 
Religious Nurture is distinct from theComaivices on Reléetionshinveg 
With smericen Sunday Schools and from the Committec on Relction- 
salvs with Eastern Churehes, although its work is closely connecitcd 
with these other committees and correlated with them. The members 
of the Committee on Sund ay School Relationshivs are ex officio 
members of the Committee on Religious Nurture. 


The larger committees existing before the vresent committec 
met in connection with the Bronxville Confercnece of R6éligious 
heacers in 1924, The action of this committee et thes tine igs 
fully set forth in the printed leaflet bound herewith entitled 
"Bronxville Conference Religious Leaders". 

she Cheirman and the Secretary of this Committee, as well 
ES its other members, aah been in vitel touch with the development 
of the Program of Religious Nurture end have given it their advice 
end aid. 


Contcrences in reference to this »roblem were held in 
connection with the meetings of the World punday Sehool Associe:ion 
av Glesgow followin, earlicr conferences here in Anerice. 


Dr. Smherdt, of the Netional BVLScoval, Council. end 
Dr. Venee of the Southern Presbyterian Church, representing the 
progrém or Religious Nurture, visited all the areas in which Neer 
Bast Relief hes been working ene assisted in interpretins both to 
the Near East Relief? stef? and tO tne representatives of the in- 
Giscnous cnurches tne policy ana the progrem of Near Bast Reliet. 
Others likewise have hed their shere in this internoretation, in- 
cluding Bishop Cannon, Myr. Cavert Ir. George SUCWE LE , Drs. Burnhem 
end Cory of the Disciples Church the Chairmen of this Commitice 
end many others, All seem to agree thet the religious instruction 
recciven by the children in the ornhéeneses is ercdiscble end 
erfective considering the circumstances unéer wiich this instruction 
is now given. Luo PaeO hilt a ree toet there is still very much 
tO be done @ne\ phe time is. now ripe Lor vne .creetion of a aon- 
stiuctive progrem thet Ball give to tne Chiladren the finer clements 
of their own netive church life and had of Western Church life in 
such Meénner as to make them more loyel to their own church and et 
tie same time to give to trem the cthicel enc social iieals 
tact have been develoved more largely in the O@cidental churches. 


We heve given cereful attention to lir. Voris! renort and 
co its recomiencdstions ané on the whole we anprove his findings, 
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wo: We recomaend thée.t Near Beast Relief, working with the 
Fan es a Wate HE oo RID sista Yar tanner % Wo 
onner Ceencles interested in rolig¢ious education in the Necr nest, 
Dion program, of voligious nurbure which will héeve the envrovel 
of one leaders of the indigenous churches in the Necr Best. 
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we: We regomnend the authorization of « shin Saas budgct 
vO cover religious caucctionel leadership for the crphanege an 
Greece Cnd in Srvric. anc such immedicte edvuectional male aS 
“re necesscry including: 

Sunday School Leseons 
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where possible from the smerieéns residing now in the Near bast or 
from the teaching worce of Near Bast Relier. We believe, however, 
tuet Shere should be a General Director of Religious Zuucetion in 
Syria and in Yealestine and another in Greece. These siould be 
Americans, Associated with them there might reasonebly be in Syria 
an assistant or an associate director who should be &n armenian, 
end in Greece as assistant director who should have cnarge of 
Armenian work and an assistant native Greek for the Greek work. 

‘fe further recommend wherever it is feasible designating in each 
»rphanage center some one verson to be responsible for religious 
eaucation. 


7O: We POCO RIB BIG the anpointment of representetive 
Advisory Committees on Religious Education in the Syrién area and 
in the Greek area to work under the direction of the Near wast 
Director, but to be related for nrogram to the New York Office 
These commttees would be a part of the Gensral Overseas, Advisory 
Committee on Religious Educéition and Church Relavionships. thess 
committees, which should represent the native Orthodox, Evangelical 
and Catholic churenes, as well as American agencies wWwivun workers 
in the Near tast, snoula take the leadership in the building of a 
program of religious education that will heave the anoroval and 
cooperéetion of the native churches as well as or the Near Bast 
autnorities. 


We anvpend herewith a Minute of the Meeting of the re- 
presentatives of eps 2act Christian AGenees for the. surpose of 
aetermining upon a ean Tartne creation or relisivous educetional 
material to be us ee orimes ily in Neer fast Relief orphanages. We 
2lso @ppenG the names of the agencies cooperating in such an en- 
deavor. It snould me understood. that these agencies are interested 
Similerly in the development of lesson meterial icr their own work. 


We reccommend wherever possible that the World's Sunday 
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education orgenizge rion of Near Rast Relief. May your COMME ESS 
say fineily tnetsit DeLLeves thet a prozrem of religious education 
for these children is desired by the churches and Sunda Schools of 
hinerica bi support Near Hast relief and thet the best possible 
educational vropaganda, centering as it must in the saving of life, 
culminates in the enrichment of lire ana its training for service. 
We believe thet the most adequate aE ape to the Neer Bast vroblem 
is & redigiovus educetionel apnroac T% Opens up a new Lrield not 
Tet discovered or -devreaiopad ) pr the ‘ancient churches in the Near 
wast. It is smerice's mejor-potential contribution to them. The 


wey 18 oven now for this SOAR LE LON | We believe thet it should be 


(Siened) HENRY N MEYER. 


Notes: 
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Mr. Voris's unabridged report on Religious Education is 
available to those desiring it (in idimeographed form). 


The record of the first steps taken to prepare special 
lesson material is bound in this document with Report ;37. 


pee Section VII1, paragraph Got) Maen Aroner Ss Ive oa ru) dice 
further statements regarding the overseas program of in- 
struction. 


